
Criminological Theory Who are the criminals?

If you were living in Georgia, in mid 1970s, 
calculate how much time you owed the 

state of Georgia for your criminal conduct?

Temple University
Department of Criminal Justice

Numbers: Reference to GA state code, circa 1975
Sentence, in Years
How many years do you owe the state of Georgia?
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Organization of the course

The book approach: what it is and why
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Who you will be reading
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Taking 2 exams
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Seminar Approach
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Talking & Listening norms
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Why are we starting with white collar 
crime?
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Long & Distinguished history:
Sutherland’s 1939 Presidential
address to the Am. Soc. Assoc.
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Sutherland’s main points

Lots of it
It is costing all of us
Article (and others) available on Bb
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Impacts on 
Individuals
Organizations
Society
Taxpayers

Example: Mid 1980s bailout of Savings & Loans:
$500 BILLION (1990 dollars)
Costs continued through 80s and 90s

Manchester & McKibbin (1994) Rev. Econ. & Stat.
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Example: ENRON

As you read you want to be asking:
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What are they thinking and why?
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To what extent is the environment, at 
different levels, criminogenic?
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What factors/chain of events led to 
outcome?
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Background in economic sociology
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Example of a short position on 
commodities futures

2001 Chateau de Beaucastel
Chateauneuf du Pape

Dr. Ratcliffe currently owns 100 bottles of the above highly valued 
wine, stashed in his basement

Current value: $80 / bottle
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Markets: self interest vs. regulation
Inherent dynamic
Balance shifts over time
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Shover, N., & Cullen, F. T. (2008). 
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Also to think about…

After reading Shover and Cohen (JCJE, 2008), 
would you describe McLean/Elkind’s viewpoint as 
populist or patrician?
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