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Introduction to:  
 
Garland, D. (2002). The Culture of Control: Crime and Social Order in Contemporary 
Society. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
 

David Garland is an extremely well known sociologist/criminologist 
currently at NYU. He has written tomes about imprisonment, 
punishment, and other social order, crime and justice topics. Some 
recent work, for example, looks at lynching incidents.1 
 
The work we are examining fits into the part of criminology concerned 
with “social reaction to law breaking” (see the Sutherland quote on p. 1 
of syllabus). 

 
This volume can be seen as part of a broader scholarly movement to understand how the 
relationships between crime, law, criminal justice agencies, the public, politicians, and 
criminals have changed in the last thirty years in the US and the UK.2 Work in the US, 
especially by political scientists, has documented the rise of the law and order agenda 
starting in the 1960s. 3 But, as has become clear to many, the decades of high 
imprisonment rates since the start of the 1970s, coupled with the longer sentences 
because of structured sentencing policies, and features in those sentencing policies which 
markedly racially disparate impacts, has created a “new situation” both politicians, the 
public, and hard hit communities.4 There are new economic realities, like prisons being 
the biggest growth industry in rural areas in the US 5 and the rise of the prison industrial 
complex. 
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Garland’s argument is macro-level. He speaks about complex societal transformations 
which have taken place, he suggests, in both the US and the UK. The transformations 
involve political, economic, demographic, and cultural factors. Shifting relationships 
between government agencies and political forces are central to his argument. You want 
to be sure you understand those shifts. He speaks of societal transformations resulting in 
a period of “late modernity” and issue clusters like “the crime complex.” You want to 
understand these. 
 
Garland is basically making an extended argument. You want to understand the steps in 
those arguments, the evidentiary basis for each step, and to understand the technical 
terms he uses. Those terms are listed on the question page. 
 
I also strongly recommend that you examine an extended critique of Garland’s work. 
Savelsberg, a sociologist trained in Germany and working in US for several decades has 
argued that Garland is over-generalizing, and had he looked at how matters had 
developed in other European countries like Germany, he would have seen very different 
relationships between politicians, law makers, key personnel working in criminal justice, 
and scholars.6 That article is on the Blackboard site under documents. 
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