Class notes 9/9/02

Prohibition in Phila. Source: Russel Weigley (ed.) Philadelphia: A 300 Year History. New York: Norton. 576-581.

1920 – 1923 
– flagrant violations

· attention in national press

Fall 1923
- campaigning for Mayor, Kendrick promises to appoint head of public safety “not subject to political pressures

1924 Brig. Gen Smedly Darlington Butler (USMC) appointed head of public safety; promised “no interference”

· 3 “48 hour vice drives”; “pounce policy”

· opposition: judges asked to issue search warrants for private homes; those convicted usu. Got suspended sentences; if fines imposed, usu. Light

· owners reopen as soon as police leave

· Councilmen provide him with lists of places to be left “running as usual”

· Some realtors asked that large establishments be spared. Butler: “Since when, in God’s name, has a one hundred thousand dollar crime been less than a ten thousand dollar one?”

Summer
- strong opposition; mass meeting; mayor says new confidence

Fall 

- Mayor and Butler ask Coolidge for one more year on leave from USMC

NOTE:

district boundaries = ward boundaries; political leaders picked district captains

1925 Butler comments: Philadelphians do not want law equally applied

Mayor appoints George Elliott

Butler resigns from USMC to come back; Kendrick says no; was fired “Butler … was 100 percent honest … this was a little more than he [mayor] had counted on.”

1928 scandal explodes; 89 members of police force suspended; 18 dismissed; 63 arrested; 85 dismissed by special grand jury

1185 open bars; 13,000 speakeasies; cited protection costs (Colliers, December 1928)

