TO: Students in Doing Justice
FROM: R. B. Taylor
DATE: 11/28/07
RE:  Responses to your 11/27 brainstorming

In class on 11/29 each work group will spend some time developing one or two key ideas. So your first task is to decide which of your ideas you will focus on. If you want, your group could pick for the two ideas two arguments which are opposite one another. That is ok.

Once you have selected the one or two ideas you seek to expand, you need to work them up. 

Your development should start with a statement like “It is suggested that, given the expected change in U.S. (select one: racial composition, age composition, economic inequality) by the year 2025, (select one: how justice agencies do their work; how law behaves; the pressures on justice agencies) will be different than they are now in the following main way(s):  ….” 

Then you will clearly describe the one or two changes, being sure to emphasize how it will be different from what happens now.

Then you will explain your reasoning for why you expect this change. Your reasoning must use the conceptual tools learned this semester, so it must include a) the demographic shift and b) the processes by which it will link to either a Black dimension or the law and order agenda.

Then you will give one or two illustrative examples.

Then you will have a short closing statement.

VARIABLE: AGE
GROUP: 1
1. Several threads you could develop. Try and follow through on your reasoning. For example you say “more conservative candidates will be elected” (presumably because of more elderly voting that way). So how will this affect the pressures on justice agencies, how they do their work?, in terms of Black’s model? Another example: You talk about “more judgment towards youth.” Follow the idea. How will that affect agencies in terms of how Black’s model works or in terms of L&O?
GROUP 2
2.  Develop more fully why you think the elderly will vote more for the L&O agenda. And, if they do, then how does that affect pressure on justice agencies? Any relevance for Black? 
3. You have an economic thread here linked to elderly. Think carefully about that and the costs of various policy options.
GROUP 3
4. Your thread about more likely to report crimes is interesting. Explain why elderly are more likely to do this. Think about what they are going to report. Translate this into how it affects pressures on justice agencies.
5. If you want to develop elderly more likely to support L&O, develop why you think this is the case.
6. Interesting thread on violent crime going down.
GROUP 4
Your comments were almost impossible to read, so I had to struggle some. 
7. It looks like you are saying they are going to be more likely to support L&O. Develop an explanation of why that is the case, if you want to pursue that thread, and, think about how that will affect how justice agencies do their work and the operation of Black’s model.
8. You also think about maybe less crime because of less young. Interesting. Again, if you want to develop it think through the implications both for L&O and for Black.
GROUP 5
9. Interesting idea about cutting the elderly off from voting, so they don’t dominate. If you want to develop  think about how that will affect how justice agencies do their work and the operation of Black’s model.
10. You are thinking about elderly and money – more money for medicare/health care, less for prisons. Explain more clearly why this money shift would come about (what is the political process), and then develop the implications for how justice agencies will operate, using Black’s model if possible.
ECONOMIC INEQUALITY
GROUP 6
11. Ok if the “rich seek to protect their acquired wealth” how does that play out. Be clear about the processes that lead to this happening, then develop implications for how justice agencies operate, preferably using the Black model, and/or the pressures on justice agencies, preferably using the L&O agenda.
12. “Centrifugal law increases” – very interesting idea – develop and explain! Who is on the margin? Why do you say centrifugal law rather than downward law? Be clear if you want to talk about the horizontal or vertical dimension. From your comment “the poor are on the outside” I think you want the vertical dimension and downward law. But develop, explain process, give examples!
13. Yes, your first point, “more rich people = more downward law.” This is another idea you could develop.
14. Interesting about those in the system vs. those who work in it.
GROUP 7
15. Interesting “the law will increase to try and stem the wave of immigration.” Develop – explain how this comes about from increasing inequality, and explain how it affects Black’s model relevance. I think you want centrifugal law not downward – do not confuse the vertical and horizontal dimensions.
16. You also talk about more downward law against the poor. You could develop that as well. You also pick this up in your first point.
GROUP 8
17. You folks have a lot more work to do! Your point last about those who have more law applied against them and so can never move up is an interesting idea! What you are doing is developing the implications of a certain change in how Black’s model drives agencies operations. Develop how the demographic change brings about the Black change, being specific, THEN and only then move on with your idea and develop that.
GROUP 9
18. Your last point is beginning to get close to what you need to do. You are saying it could go either way. First, translate what it would mean for certain issues to take priority, and why they would (or would not). Then translate that idea into specifics about Black’s model and justice agencies.
RACIAL/ETHNIC COMPOSITION
GROUP 10
19. A LOT of possible threads to follow up on. Liked your last point. But you really have a lot of work to do picking the point you want to do and then translating it into Black and justice agencies.
GROPUP 11
20. Lot of points here, they seemed to be some interesting threads. You all seemed to have several ideas about immigration. Try and develop.
GROUP 12
21. Saw a couple of interesting things here. One about changing composition of justice agencies. Develop and put in Black context. Second, will horizontal dimension become more or less important. Second one is also worth developing. Again, be clear about how the demographic change leads to changing pressures on justice agencies, and how those pressures translate into how Black’s model works.
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