
Gender & Household Firearm Collections: Household Ownership, Personal Ownership, & Purpose

Hemenway & Azrael: Survey of Gun Owners in the United States, 1996 

Total Sample (1,905)

Gun-owning Households (787; 41%) Non Gun-owning Households (1118; 59%)
Male 414 (52.6%) (includes 27 who do not know household gun status)
Female 373 (47.4%) Male 400 (37.8%)

DK # = 74 Female 718 (64.2%)

Gun-owning Households- reported # of guns (713)
Male 384 (53.9%)
Female 329 (46.1%)

Personal owners (436) Not personal owners (277)
Male 339 (78%) Male 45 (16%)
Female 97 (22%) Female 232 (84%)

Protection owners (87) Non protection owners (348)
Male 48 (55%) Male 290 (82.6%)
Female 39 (45%) Female 59 (17.4%)

Cook & Ludwig: NSPOF, 1994, Results from Weighted Data

Total Sample (2,568)

Gun-owning Households (848; 33.0%) Non Gun-owning Households (1720; 63%)
Male 471 (55.5%) (includes 132 missing on #)
Female 377 (44.5%) Male 629 (36.6%)

DK # = 54 Female 1091 (63.4%)
# 0 = 19

Gun-owning Households- reported # of guns (775)
Male 431 (55.6%)
Female 344 (44.4%)

Personal owners (529) Not personal owners (246)
Male 404 (76.4%) Male 27 (11%)
Female 125 (23.6%) Female 219 (89%) 

Protection owners (244) Non protection owners (285)
Male 157 (64.3%) Male 247 (86.7%)
Female 87 (35.7%) Female 38 (13.3%)



Collection Size by Gender and Acquisition Rationale 

The table below shows the 25th, 50th(median) and 75th percentiles for reported collection size for six 

major groups among gun-owning households: non-owners, owners reporting a protection rationale, 

and owners not reporting a protection rationale, cross-classified by gender. 

 Of interest in the Hemenway/Azrael results is the 75th percentile for women not reporting a 

protection reason (7); this is larger than the same percentile for the corresponding males (6). Further, 

the 75th percentile for protective owners, both male and female (3), is lower than the 75th percentile for 

non-owners (4). 

 Of interest in the Cook/Ludwig results are several points. First, the 25th percentile for male 

non-protective owners (2) is higher than the corresponding female number (1). Further, the 25th , 50th 

and 75th percentiles for male, protection minded owners (2; 3; 6) are larger than the corresponding 

numbers for females (1; 2; 4). Third, among non-owners, females’ 50th (2) and 75th (3) percentiles 

were higher than the corresponding figures for males (1; 2). 

 

 



 

Table A-2: Reported Collection Size by Gender and Acquisition Rationale: 25th, 50th and 75th percentiles 
        
Survey: Hemenway/Azrael      
        
   Owner status and Rationale   

 

Gender 
 

%ile 
 

Owner, Non-Protective 
Acquisition Rationale 

Non-Owner Owner, Protective 
Aqcuisition Rationale   

        
 Female 25th 2 1 1   
  50th 3 2 2   
  75th 7 4 3   
        
 Male 25th 2 1 1   
  50th 3 2 2   
  75th 6 4 3   
        
Survey: Cook/Ludwig (weighted results) 
   Owner status and Rationale   

   

Owner, Non-Protective 
Acquisition Rationale 

Non-Owner Owner, Protective 
Aqcuisition Rationale   

 Gender %ile      
        
 Female 25th 1 1 1   
  50th 3 2 2   
  75th 5 3 4   
        
 Male 25th 2 1 2   
  50th 3 1 3   
  75th 5 2 6   
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